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MISSION 

  
To Promote sustainable development through 

programmes and initiatives in partnership 

 with government, business and others 

 to realise the ideals of the 

 “peoples contract” 
 

 

 

 

VALUES 
 

Open organisation with no hidden agendas  
Democratic Organisation ����

Trustee nominated by representative 

community structures ����
Seeks to fight against discrimination ����

Non-aligned and independent ����
People driven  

Promote the principle of cost recovery through 

its projects ����
PDT holds true to the values of justice, 

tolerance and honesty 
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THE  
CHAIRPERSON 
 

 

“There’s no darkness any-

more.  We can see you and 

you can see us.  It’s been a 

struggle of many decades. 

Now its time to take Oukasie 

forward.”   - Levy Mamabolo 

 

Fr. Victor Phalana  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As chairperson of the Platinum Development Trust (PDT), I am pleased to report on activities and 

achievements during the year of 2006.   

 

Oukasie town has achieved a freehold status which means title deed holders can now own the land, and build; 

not only a structure to dwell in but their own family structures too, bringing a sense of purpose and opening 

doors of  possibility and hope.   

 

Visiting the Science and Technology Centre one is faced with a hive of activities.  The front desk ever busy 

with typing of cv’s, photocopying or faxing documents for the public.  The education projects, particularly Early 

Childhood Development, are gaining momentum with the offering of workshops in Mathematics, Science and 

Literacy plus constantly developing programs and targets to suit the demand and needs of the educators.  The 

computer technology project has seen the launch of our web site, wireless internet and a growing interest for 

computer knowledge. 

 

I am reminded of the words of the late Levy Mamabolo the day the lights were switched on in Oukasie in 

October 1993. “ There’s no darkness anymore.  We can see you and yo u can see us.  It’s been a struggle 

of many decades. Now its time to take Oukasie forwa rd.”    I believe this statement is applicable to the PDT 

today and we can ‘see the light’ in the breaking through progress we have achieved with the education, 

computer technology and land issue projects. 

 

We bid a sad ‘goodbye’ to Taffy Adler, a Trustee since inception 

of the Trust in 1992.  He will however, remain an honorary 

Trustee and a comrade for life.  Our sincere thanks to Taffy and 

family for selflessly imparting your tireless support, input, 

expertise, knowledge with us and walking the “Long Walk to 

Freehold” by our sides. 



 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all who have helped the PDT develop into what it is today.  The 

donors, without whom we simply would not have had the funds to achieve as much; my fellow trustees, who 

have been instrumental in making things happen; the consultants whose support and wise council guided the 

trust through critical decisions; the staff and of course the Chief Executive Officer who has nurtured each 

project with dedication, commitment and enthusiasm. 

 

May 2007 be a “building” year with continued ‘breaking-through’ achievements in every facet of life and may 

each one “build” to enhance your quality of life. 

 

Father Victor Phalana 

Chairperson 

Platinum Development Trust 

 

 
 



  

 

 

 

2006 has been a very fascinating year for the staff and PDT trustees, with the emerging of the Early 

Childhood Development programme. This includes a very interactive activity with the parents or guardians of 

the children, some of whom are preparing for the school entry. The most touching experience with the project 

is the enthusiasm and commitment displayed by parents in the education of their young ones. The spirit is 

displayed in visible form by working parents because they send family representatives to accompany their 

children if they are not able to make it due to work commitments. The children become more active because 

of the new environment, tutors from the PDT, toys and refreshments provided. It is indeed the commitment of 

PDT staff that is the cause of the enthusiasm that is displayed in the programme. Family Math, Science and 

Literacy is the epitome of the workshops. This is a full year activity that ensures that the PDT means business 

with early childhood.  

It is true that we need to inculcate the culture of learning and teaching (full of playing) at the level so that it 

becomes an ongoing trend up to high school. The programme also compliments the intermediate phase, 

which in turn plays an intervention in the secondary Math and Science programmes. 

We are happy to have included this project with the toy library that is situated in our library. In future we hope 

to use the technology project to enhance the teaching of family Math and Science in a contributing way.  

The changes in curriculum has slightly affected the turn of teachers to our workshops. The new curriculum 

statement is a new intervention strategy is based on the outcome; that is learners being able to use their 

experience/skills and knowledge after their studies. It gives emphasis to the constructivist approach of hands 

on-minds on which has been the ODT/PDT trump card. 

A WORD 
FROM 

THE CEO 
 
�

This has truly been 

“A LONG WALK TO  

FREEHOLD” 

�

�

Jacob Moatshe 
 



  

 

 

With the changing of the teaching and learning system by the DoE the educators who were exposed to PDT 

workshops found the transition smoother than those who were not.  The transition has seen the 

implementation of Outcome Based Education (OBE), with curriculum 2005 statement, National Curriculum 

Statement (NCS) and the Revised National Curriculum Statement (RNCS). 2006 introduced Mathematic 

Literacy which came with its own set of challenges. 

Transformation and upliftment from the past apartheid education, like any other system, comes with 

assessment; Baseline, Diagnostic, Formative as well as Summative assessments all become more central in 

the methodology that PDT emphasizes.  

PDT project managers are working in collaboration with the Department of Education (DoE), through the 

implementation of the memorandum of agreement to ensure the importance in learning, teaching and 

education of the students and educators. It is a fascinating Educational phenomenon which will remain 

challenging. 

 

On the land front there are also major strides achieved in the trust. In 2006 the premier of the North West 

Province Mrs. Edna Molewa and her cabinet proclaimed Oukasie as a Permanent residential area.  

Recorded in the government gazette-notice 80 of 2006, Premiers notice:  

“Declaration as approved townships in terms of regulation, 1986 23 (1) of the township establishment and 

land use regulation, 1986, promulgated by virtue of section 66 (1) of the Black communities development Act 

1986 (Act no4 of 1984) the premier hereby declares Oukasie proper township to be approved subject to the 

conditions set out in the schedule hereto.” 

GO 15/3/2/1/405/3. 

Schedule: Conditions under which the application for township establishment in terms of the provisions of 

section of the township establishment and land use regulations, 1986 (issued under section 66(1) of the black 

communities Development Act 1984 (Act 4 of 1984) on portion 839of the farm Roodekoppies or Zwartkoppies 

427 JQ province of North West, By Madibeng Local Municipality (here after referred to as the township 

application) and being registered owner of the land has been approved. 

This is victory to the people of Oukasie and South Africa and the international community. Freehold are now 

obtainable for the residents to be full citizens and owners of the land. They will build their houses; get access 

to home finance and investments. The children and great grand children will also be beneficiaries. In 1992, 

when we launched the trust, our slogan was “there shall be housing for all”; this has become a reality. Thanks 

to all those who have taken part in the resistance against removal, who have participated in the upgrading of 

Oukasie and who died in the service of human right and justice for all. Long live. 

 

Acknowledgement 

To the donors who have kept us going now for 14 years. I am deeply indebted to Sue Vermaak, programme 

manager whom through passion and commitment has initiated the ECD project. I would also like to convey my 

gratitude to Lesego Takalani who has taken responsibility as trainer for ECD with both hands. I would also like 

to commend my staff in Math, Science, Technology and Land. They still have to prove what they are made of. 

In the Technology field I would also like to thank Mpho Segolela and his assistant Lillian whom without the 

Technology and computer studies would have long folded. Above all I owe my existence to the PDT board of 

trustees. Thank you for the support you have given to us. To our attorneys and conveyers, Van der Meer and 

Schoenbee, who have been with us since the inception of the project to date and finally thanks to our firm of 

auditors, who have helped manage our funds professionally. 

This has truly been…. 

“A LONG WALK TO FREEHOLD” 

Compiled by: J P Moatshe  Chief Executive Officer   Ashoka fellow 
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Education Projects 
 

It’s been 10 years since the inception of the education projects.  Originally known as 

BASTEC (Brits Area Science & Technology Education Collaboration) the name taken 

from the US counterpart Bay Area Science & Technology Education Collaboration in 

Berkley and Oakland in San Francisco Bay area where the initial training took place as 

a result of a sister city community adoption initiative, now known as MSEP (Maths & 

Science Education Project). 

 

The Platinum Development Trust education and training projects have two main focus 

areas.   

Maths & Science Education Project (MSEP) and Information Computer Technology. 

MSEP is divided into four areas; namely: 

1. Early Childhood Development / Family Maths, Science & Literacy (ECD/FMSL).  A 

series of hands on activity based workshops are conducted with Grade R children and 

their parents/care-givers in Maths, Science and Literacy.   The aim is to build mutual 

respect between parent and child plus encourage parents to take learning back into the 

home as parents are ‘the child’s first teacher”. 

 

2. Intermediate Phase Mathematics & Natural Science (Grade 4 – 6) 

The educators at this level are normally neglected when it comes to training courses in 

science subjects or learning areas; much focus given to matric results. The basics of 

Science and Mathematics are important for the learner in later years. The project was 

implemented for imparting hands-on minds-on teaching skills to educators so that they 

become confident about what they teach in the classroom. The project also offers 

training on the National Curriculum Statement (NCS) focusing on the generic overview 

of NCS, how to design an effective lesson plan and the assessment process. 

 

3. Senior Mathematics (Grade 7 – 12) 
The Senior Maths and Science projects work in the same schools.  Workshops are 

conducted at the PDT Centre with follow-up classroom observation visits. 

 

4. Senior Science (Grade 7 – 12) 

The Senior Science offers a ‘loan-scheme’ whereby educators borrow science kits to 

conduct experiments with their learners at their schools. The educators are trained in 

the experiments that they wish to conduct. 

Educator/Learners workshops are activity based where the educator accompanies their 

learners to the PDT Science Laboratory to conduct experiments. 

 

Extra-curricular Activities 

LEARNER SCIENCE CLUBS 

MSEP managers conducted Learner Science Clubs with 17 high, 5 middle and 8 

primary schools.  This project is supported by Necsa and was initiated to encourage 

learners to grow their interest in Maths and Science subjects and consider careers 

available in the industry.  The project managers submit material to each club, the clubs 

then bring their completed projects to PDT where they are evaluated.  The learners are 

expected to research and understand their projects well enough to answer questions 

posed by the evaluators/judges.  



 
 

 

 

  

The goal of the Clubs is to: 

Increase project entries to the National Science EXPO competitions.  

To motivate learners to take Maths and Science on Higher Grade. 

Expose ‘girl-learners’ to the exciting world of Science & Maths through career guidance 

and motivational talks given by Necsa’s Young Scientists. 

To interact with other schools in their area. 

Become more aware of issues affecting their own environment including health and 

safety. 

Develop entrepreneurial skills which are fast becoming a shortage in our country. 

 

Assessors 

3 staff members are registered Assessors with the ETDP Seta, the fourth has still to 

submit his portfolio for moderation. 

 

PDT as an accredited training centre 

2007 will see steps taken to apply for accreditation as an ECD Training facility.   Once 

in place PDT can then offer Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL), training towards 

formal qualifications for level 4 & 5 ECD facilitators and then take steps to establish the 

centre as a lead employer with the ETDP Seta for Learnerships.  These steps are 

critical as by 2010 all grade R educators must hold at least a level 5 diploma.  

 

PDT’s Technology Project holds accreditation as a CISCO Local Academy with the 

senior trainer, a certified CCNA Trainer, at the helm.  

 

School Readiness Workshops 

Lee Cayzer, from the Johannesburg University, formerly RAU, conducted a series of 

workshops with the crèche and grade 1 educators from the schools in Oukasie on the 

preparing of children for school readiness.  The educators thoroughly enjoyed the 

hands-on activities and left armed with innovative, exciting ideas to assess the 

children.  PDT is forever indebted to people of this calibre from tertiary institutions who 

selflessly plough back into disadvantaged areas. 

 

 

 

In the words of former President Nelson Mandela during the opening of the Young Christian Workers World 

Council in Oukasie on 26th November 1995. 

 

“I have often said the South Africa’s greatest asset is not our mineral wealth, but our young 

people.  The future of this country depends on you – the young people sitting here.  I have 

always had the greatest confidence that the gains we have made for democracy and justice 

are safe in your hands; and that you will build South Africa to fulfil its potential to become 

the great nation that it ought to be.” 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Early Childhood Development/Family Maths, Science & Literacy (ECD/FMSL) 

 

The ECD project is not only finding its feet; but growing in leaps and bounds in development in the community 

of Oukasie and the Madibeng District, becoming more involved in activities with the local library. 

 

The ECD/FMSL project is run with grade R children and their parents/care-givers and the following 

crèches/sites in Oukasie participated: - Lesedi Nursery School, Itireleng Community Crèche, Kagiso Crèche 

and Karabo Crèche.  The four sites were divided into 6 groups to accommodate the challenge of large 

numbers. ECD proudly boast the following achievements in 2006: 

·  48 workshops (Family Maths,Science & Literacy) were held with 154 children and 135 parents/care-

givers with an 88% parent participation - 9% increase from 2005 

·  2 Play Days – with all children between 6 and 10 years old being invited to come and ‘play’ at the PDT 

Science & Technology Centre.   

·  Training of 7 volunteers identified from the parents/care-givers as facilitators to assist with workshop 

facilitation and as a system for sustainability 

·  Engaging and training a volunteer from Oukasie on a temporary contract as ECD facilitator  

·  Signing on as members of South African Congress 

for Early Childhood Development (SACECD) to 

keep abreast of cutting edge developments 

·  Colouring-in competition with the ECD sites 

sponsored by the Library  

·  Purchased much needed tables and chairs 
 

In the first quarter of 2007 “impact assessment” on the 

2006 children participants will be conducted at the two 

primary schools in Oukasie.  
 

“Building a solid foundation in Early Childhood Dev elopment” 
 

EARLY   
CHILDHOOD 
DEVELOPMENT 
 

“Building a solid foundation in  

Early Childhood 

Development” 

 

 

 Sue Vermaak  

 Lesego Takalani 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mathematics and Science Education Project (MSEP)  - Intermediate Phase focusing on grade 4-6 

Mathematics and Natural Sciences content respectively.  

 

The educators at this level are normally neglected when it comes to training courses in science subjects or 

learning areas. The basics of science and mathematics are important for the learner in later years. The project 

was implemented for imparting teaching skills to educators so that they become confident about what they 

teach in the classroom. The project also offers training on the National Curriculum Statement (NCS) focusing 

on the generic overview of NCS, how to design an effective lesson plan and the assessment process. 

 

Purpose of the Intermediate Phase Project 

The following is the general intended outcomes for the project 

Promote high quality learning and teaching of Mathematics and Natural Sciences, 

Promote autonomous mathematical and scientific activity by Learners, authentic sense-making and 

conceptual understanding of Mathematics and Natural Sciences as outcomes of learning 

Setting of high standards for training and other interventions with Mathematics and Natural Sciences 

Educators’ 

Development and dissemination of Mathematics Education and Science Education materials for Learners and 

Educators’ 

Provide school-based and classroom-based support for Educators, 

To improve methods of planning, teaching and learning Mathematics and Natural Sciences in Primary 

Schools, and 

To improve strategies and methods of assessment. 

 

Target 

The target group for the project is educators who are under qualified to teach science subjects or learning 

areas at primary school level. Most educators need support in this regard through running workshops and 

visiting and supporting them at their schools for development purpose. This is done to help develop the 

INTERMEDIATE 
PHASE 
 

Workshops are content-based with 

a focus on investigative and hands-

on approaches as envisaged in the 

Outcomes-Based Education, and 

other workshops focused mainly on 

the new curriculum, National 

Curriculum Statement (NCS) 

 

Mlungisi Madolo 
 



 
 

 

 

educator rather than finding faults, errors and mistakes. Educators appreciate these kinds of interventions as 

they always ask for more visits and support from the Field-worker/Project Manager. 

 

Results 

Workshops 

10 Mathematics and 10 Natural Sciences workshops for Intermediate Phase Educators were held at PDT 

centre. Educators were invited from Brits District comprising of the following circuits: Brits, Letlhabile, 

Mothotlung and Bakwena-Bapo. 

 

Workshops are content-based with a focus on investigative and hands-on approaches as envisaged in the 

Outcomes-Based Education, and other workshops focused mainly on the new curriculum, National Curriculum 

Statement (NCS) 

This was done to bridge the gap between the new curriculum, NCS, and Mathematics & Natural Sciences 

content which is a challenge to most Educators. In-between workshops there are classroom visits where team 

teaching takes place and Educators are observed if they implement skills learnt at workshops. Educators are 

progressing quite well as supported by the workshop evaluation sheet which is filled out at the end of each 

workshop. This gives an indication whether the workshop achieved the successful results or not. 

 

In general, Educators are able to manage the curriculum, subject matter/knowledge, how learning materials 

are used effectively and efficiently, and learner assessment is improving. 

 

Classroom support 

The workshops were followed by intensive classroom support of Educators. This is done to assess the impact 

of workshops on Educators, monitor the implementation of skills and knowledge acquired in workshops. The 

total number of educators who were visited in the classroom is 24 whereas the number of classroom visits 

done is 25. Educators are committed and dedicated to the project and they’re implementing skills learnt in 

workshops. 

 

Challenges experienced by schools: 

Schools don’t have enough resources to carry out their daily activities. Schools don’t have Mathematical 

Instruments and Natural Science Kits for running experiments, and most of the time learners are subjected to 

learning the theory by rote which causes learners to memorise rather than understanding Mathematics and 

Natural Sciences concepts. The contact session with Educators is minimal due to the DoE policy that 

workshops should be held after hours (14:00 - 16:00).  

Recommendation the project should source more funds from potential sponsors to alleviate the shortage of 

resources at schools 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

To be competitive in our modern world, South Africa needs highly qualified professionals in the field of 

Mathematics, Science and Technology.  It is of the utmost importance for those who are involved in the 

planning and teaching of these subjects to: 

Eradicate the misconception that only few can do these subjects 

Provide human resource capacity and laboratory facilities 

Provide high quality education in Mathematics, Science and Technology to historically disadvantaged learners 

 

Purpose 

Motivate educators to develop goals and classroom activities and to increase their content knowledge. 

Encourage educators to network with other professionals, teacher-to-teacher, circuit-to-circuit. 

Assist to establish science clubs and support related activities in schools and support National Science EXPO  

competitions. 

Improve Maths and Science results in schools through improving the quality of teaching. 

To motivate learners to do Maths and Science on Higher Grade. 

Avail use of equipment and materials to educators and learners. 

 

Target 

PDT-MSEP over the past 10 years has been focusing on hands on - minds on approach in the teaching of 

Science in the Bojanala East region.  Educator workshops were held at PDT Science laboratory twice per 

quarter for both high schools and middle schools. Schools with inadequate laboratory facilities and resources 

avail the facilities at PDT to perform experiments. This supplements the theoretical explanations given to 

learners in the classroom.  The learners are very enthusiastic about our centre where they have an 

opportunity to do practical work, which is part of their syllabus. Equipment loan scheme is becoming more 

popular.  During classroom observation & support suggestions/recommendations were given to educators. 

 

 

SENIOR 
SCIENCE 

 

“The learners are very 
enthusiastic about the PDT 
centre where they have an 
opportunity to do practical 

work and conduct 
experiments which form part 

of their syllabus.” 

 

John Abraham 
 



 
 

 

 

 

2006 Achievements 

4 Middle School educator workshops - Project manager conducts ‘hands on – minds on’ practical experiments 

in the PDT Science Laboratory 

5 High School educator workshops 

15 Educator-Learner workshops 

19 Classroom support observations/evaluations 

11 Schools utilized the Science Kit Loan Scheme, borrowing apparatus to conduct experiments at their 

schools 

MSEP managers were invited to co-present topics at MST workshops, organized by Department of Education 

Bojanala east region. 

The workshops provide ample opportunity and content for learners to complete their Science practical work. 

 

Challenges 

The biggest challenge for the project in 2006 was to acquire funds and this was a major setback.  Poor 

attendance at the workshops due to various reasons is another disturbing factor. 

 

Solutions 

Efforts have been made to contact donors to secure funds.  Officials are contacted at the Department of 

Education regularly to avoid same day workshop. 

Invitations for workshops were distributed to educators/schools to alleviate poor attendance at the workshops. 

  

Way Forward 

Increased workshops, particularly Educator-Learner, and Middle School are envisaged for the coming year 

with ways to incorporate workshops with our Technology centre, giving the educators the opportunity to 

increase their computer skills. 

Improve Science Club management. 

Conduct impact assessment with fresh, innovative ideas on how to improve and sustain the project. 

 Work with manageable numbers – Quality not Quantity to effect meaningful results which are sustainable. 



  

 

 

 
The mathematical landscape 

The implementation of the National Curriculum Statement (NCS) for Further education and Training (FET) 

band in South Africa has bought with challenges, fears and anxieties as well as new exciting learning and 

teaching opportunities. It is early days, but teacher’s sentiments about the implementation of the new 

curriculum seem to range from apprehension to total excitement. Access to resources and textbooks has 

been reported by teachers as being a problem, with new materials written in different contexts and from 

various perspectives. Experienced teachers with vast amounts of resources, collected over many years of 

traditional teaching, now have to revise their collections of carefully crafted lesson plans to accommodate new 

learning outcomes and assessment standards. 

 

Teachers themselves have to take the role of learners in coming to grips with new concepts and learning 

outcomes that have been introduced into FET curriculum, before attempting to facilitate the learning process 

for their learners. The principles of Outcomes Based Education (OBE) demands that teachers create rich, 

challenging and stimulating learning environments that are learner centred and that take different learning 

styles into account. This calls for the development of new interactive resources as well as the adoption of new 

approaches to the teaching and learning of Mathematics. Even though teachers have undergone generic, as 

well as subject methodology training, it is felt that not enough time was spent on familiarizing themselves with 

the actual subject- specific content. 

 

Mathematical Literacy 

The introduction of Mathematical Literacy (ML) as a compulsory subject for all learners in the FET band has 

been seen as a conundrum for many teachers and learners of this new subject. ML teachers want to know 

how to deal with real life contexts within multicultural and multilingual setting. Teachers who thought that ML is 

a watered down version of mathematics are now starting to realize that it is as demanding to teach and just as 

challenging for the learners to learn. 

 

Apart from the few newly published textbooks, there are hardly any resources available for ML teachers. 

 

SENIOR 
MATHEMATICS 
 

MSEP Managers co-facilitated 

in two Provincial Mathematics 

and Science Clinics with 

Mathematics, Science and 

Technology Unit (MSTU) at 

Mount Amanzi where 

approximately 190 educators 

who are teaching grade 11 – 12 

in both subjects in the region 

attended. 

David Semela 
 



  

 

 

When dealing with the new generation of ML learners, teachers are faced with a dilemma. The learners that 

will take ML instead of Mathematics are the learners that would have previously been on standard grade 

mathematics or the ones that would previously not have continued with mathematics at all. They are the 

learners that have traditionally struggled with mathematics and live in fear of it. Teachers are therefore not 

only faced with teaching these learners, but are also finding their feet within the pedagogy and content of this 

new subject. 

 

Teachers that have never taught mathematics are now being deployed to teach ML, due to the shortage of ML 

teachers. These novice teachers have to be learners and teachers at the same time, sometimes without a 

mentor to assist them when they experience difficulties with ML content. Consequently, the need to for 

support and collaboration is vital in order for ML to be effectively implemented. 

 

Department of Education Clinics 

MSEP Managers co-facilitated in two Provincial Mathematics and Science Clinics with Mathematics, Science 

and Technology Unit (MSTU) at Mount Amanzi where approximately 190 educators who are teaching grade 

11 – 12 in both subjects in the region attended. 

 

Department of Education Workshops 

Mathematics Grade 11 

MSEP manager attended a workshop on NCS for grade 11 as it will be introduced in 2007 

Educators were asked to compare the proposed content for grade 11 mathematics with the NATED 550 

syllabus grade 10 – 12 to identify content that has been retained and the new content (gap analysis). 

 

Mathematics Literacy Grade 11 

MSEP manager was asked to co-facilitate the workshop with the acting subject specialist Mr Letshwene. 

Educators were given guidance on how to introduce the subject statement, planning for teaching in the NCS 

and also allowed to critique the grade 11 work schedule. 

 

 Workshop Activities 

A number of workshops for both middle and high school educators were in the planning but the attendance 

was not satisfactory although the workshop was based on the educators’ needs that were done at the 

beginning of the year.  This is a constant challenge and steps to enter into a closer working relationship with 

the DoE are being taken. 

 

Most educators request Classroom support which was conducted for those who attended workshops at the 

centre only. They were pleased with the support and indicated that they only get support from PDT as the 

DoE subject advisors are spread thinly over the Region.  

 

Providing support to teachers 

We must remember that greater responsibility for the success of reform lies with the teachers. Our 

mathematics teachers need a sympathetic understanding of their work from a socio-political perspective. 

Support must be given to teachers to understand the implications of the new curriculum. Best practices can 

only come from such an understanding. Such an understanding will ensure that teachers’ activities in class 

are looked at in terms of the whole setting in which those activities take place. We need to organize and 

support teachers for using innovative ways of teaching mathematics. We need to continually afford a voice to 

teachers in order to understand what constrains them in their efforts to effectively implement reform in their 

classrooms.         



  

 

 

 

 

 

Mission: Bridging the Digital Divide and Empowering the Youth for the ICT Economy  

 

In line with the project’s mission statement, the Technology project set out to get the community of Oukasie & 

its surroundings computer literate & certified with international certifications. The programs run by the project 

were received warmly by the community and thus indicating to the Trust that awareness of the scarcity in ICT 

skills is growing within the community. 

  

In 2006 the Project managed to enroll a total of 10 Students in its City & Guilds qualifications on intermediate 

Level, of the 10 students 8 successfully passed their exams and got certified and the other 2 students are in 

the process of re-writing their exams in the 2007 season. 

 

The CECS Computer Literacy Program was also a real success with the project working in partnership with 

Murray & Roberts, Autocast, to train their personnel in basic computer literacy,  A total of 50 Autocast 

students and 40 community students were  enrolled in the program with all of them achieving certification, this 

is one of the most successful programs to be run in partnership with a local industrial company &  the project 

is working on increasing partnerships of this nature with other companies within the area.  The confidence 

Murray & Roberts showed in our training shows that the quality of training and resources at the centre are of a 

very good standard. 

 

In an effort to keep up with the eve-changing technology, the project launched PDT’s first ever website in 

2006 and also publishing its 2005 annual report digitally on the site.  The project also moved their internet 

connection into a totally wireless one and with high bandwidth to enhance the delivery of our web base Cisco 

program which needs high speed on internet to ensure smooth operations.  This makes PDT the leading 

provider of communication facilities for the people of Oukasie and Madibeng in general 

 

 With all the successes of 2006 there were challenges that we are looking to try and overcome in the years to 

come.  The project could get more students enrolled especially for the Cisco program, a lot of people showed 

interest in the course but lacked affordability, the project tries to keep the fees as low as possible but yet the 

community we serve is still battling to meet the course fees.  We are thus looking to acquire funding for the 

project and get people certified with the Cisco network engineering certification.  

TECHONOLOGY 
PROJECT 

 

“The Mission to Bridge the 
digital divide still continues 
and the project will forever 
look for innovative ways to 

keep the people current with 
the Global ICT trend.” 

 

Mpho Segolela 
 

 



  

 

 

 

The Project has also identified a need to integrate the computer studies with math & science content to help 

educators in this field with using the technology to achieve their work objective. With identifying the need for 

Computer technology in education in 2006 the Technology Project will be working together with the MSEP 

project to achieve this and roll it out to schools in 2007. 

 

The Mission to Bridge the digital divide still continues and the project will forever look for innovative ways to 

keep the people current with the Global ICT trend.  

 

The project is heading into 2007 with the ambition to get more of the community & its surroundings actively 

involved in ICT studies and also help in enhancing education using leading technology solutions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

  

This has been a very fascinating year with regards to the land issue. Finally, approximately fourteen years 

after the reprieve of Oukasie, the provincial government proclaimed Oukasie as a permanent residential area. 

We must not fail to understand that this is a great achievement. Many people forget easily were we come 

from. Let me remind you that, Oukasie township was born in and around 1928.Government provided only 

rudimentary services; A few taps which were located on street corners and an unhealthy bucket system. 

Refuse was collected with a tractor at the discretion of the province. Road maintenance was scarcely carried 

out. During rainy days, Oukasie looked like a lake. Water was seen all over the area particularly at Greenside, 

where the Catholic Church had an irrigation Dam. The dam used to burst at seams and people were flooded. 

The young and old used to trap fish, brim and barber which were in abundance. I also remember those fond 

memories of fishing at the catholic dam which was commonly known as “Damo ya father”.  

THE FOLLOWING LAND MILESTONES HAVE BEEN ACHIEVED: 

Notice 80 of 2006, Premier’s notice, Declaration as approved township. In terms regulation 23 (1) of the 

township establishment and land use regulations, 1986 promulgated by virtue of section 66(1) of the Black 

communities Development act, 1986 act no 4 of 1984) the premier hereby declares Oukasie proper township 

to be an approved township subject to the conditions set out in the schedule hereto. 

Schedule 

CONDITIONS UNDERWHICH THE APPLICATION FOR TOWNSHIP ESTABLISHMENT IN TERMS OF THE 

PROVISIONS OF SECTION OF THE TOWNSHIP ESTABLISHMENT AND LAND USE REGULATIONS, 1986 

ISSUED UNDER SECTION 66 (1) OF THE BLACK COMMUNITIES DEVELOPMENT ACT 1984 (ACT NO 4 

OF 1984) ON PORTION 839 OF THE FARM ROODEKOPJES OR SWARTKOPJES427 JQ PROVINCE OF 

NORTH WEST, BY MADIBENG LOCAL MUNICIPALITY (HEREAFTER REFER TO AS THE TOWNSHIP 

APPLICATIO) AND BEING THE REGISTERED OWNER OF THE LAND, HAS BEEN APPROVED. 

LAND ISSUES  

Notice 80 of 2006, Premier’s 

notice, Declaration as 

approved township. In terms 

regulation 23 (1) of the 

township establishment and 

land use regulations, 1986 

promulgated by virtue of 

section 66(1) of the Black 

communities Development 

act, 1986 act no 4 of 1984) the 

premier hereby declares 

Oukasie proper township to 

be an approved township 

subject to the conditions set 

out in the schedule hereto. 

Jacob Moatshe 
Mashadi Maropola 



  

 

 

 Establishment of Oukasie ext 2 township, Madibeng municipality 

Our office would like to inform you that the registration of portion 474(a portion of portion 183) of the farm 

Rood kopjes of Swartkopjes 427 JQ together with a portion remaining extend of portion 181 of the farm 

Roodekopjes of Swartkopjes 427 JQ into the state name has been approved by our department. 

We would kindly like to request your office to effect such registration on our behalf (to VAN DER MEER AND 
SCHOENBEE ATTORNRYS) Date.10.11.2006. 

SUCCESFUL LAND APPLICATION FOR CONSOLIDATION  

CERTIFICATE OF CONSOLIDATED TITLE 

Issued under the provisions of Section 40 of the Deeds Registries Act 1937 

(No. 47 of 1937)  

Whereas Madibeng Local Municipality has applied for the issue to it of a Certificate of      Consolidation Title 

under the provisions of Section 40 of the Deeds Registries Act 1937; and whereas it is the registered owner 

of: 

1. PORTION 835 (A PORTION OF PORTION 164) OF THE FARM ROODEKOPJES OF 

SWARTKOPJES NO 427.    REGISTRATION DIVISION  JQ, NORTH WEST 

PROVINCE 

 AS WILL APPEAR FROM DIAGRAM S.G. No. A 917/1992 AND HELD BY  CERTIFICATE OF 

REGISTERED TITLE T 4206/2006 

2. PORTION 836 (A PORTION OF PORTION 165) OF THE FARM  ROODEKOPJES OF 

SWARTKOPJES NO 427.    REGISTRAION DIVISION J.Q.NORTH WEST 

PROVINCE  

 AS WILL APPEAR FROM DIAGRAM S.G. No. A 918/1992 AND HELD BY  CERTIFICATE OF 

REGISTERED TITLE T 4206/2006 

3. PORTION 837 (A PORTION OF PORTION 166) OF THE FARM ROODEKOPJES OF 

SWARTKOPJES NO 427                           REGISTRATION DIVISION J.Q. NORTH WEST 

PROVINCE 

 AS WILL APPEAR FROM DIAGRAM S.G. No. A 919/1992 AND HELD BY  CERTIFICATE OF 

REGISTERED TITLE T 4206/2006 

4. PORTION 838 (A PORTION OF PORTION 167) OF THE FARM ROODEKOPJES OF 

SWARTKOPJES NO 427                               REGISTRATION DIVISION J.Q. NORTH WEST 

PROVINCE 

 AS WILL APPEAR FROM DIAGRAM S.G. No. A 920/1992 AND HELD BY  CERTIFICATE OF 

REGISTERED TITLE T 4200/2006                                                                                    

Which has been consolidated into the property hereinafter described; 



  

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, in pursuance of the provisions of the said Act, I, the Registrar of Deeds at Pretoria do 

hereby certify that the said 

MADIBENG LOCAL MUNICIPALITY 

IT’S SUCCESSORS IN THE TITLE OR ASSIGNS 

Is the registered owner of:  

PORTION 839 OF THE FARM ROODEKOPJES OF SWARTKOOPJES NO 427 

REGISTRATION DIVISION JQ, NORTH WEST PROVINCE 

IN EXTENT 112, 9211 (ONE ONE TWO COMMA NINE TWO ONE ONE HECTATRES 

AS WILL APPEAR FROM DIAGRAM S.G.No.A921/1992 

Business and church sites 

Clearance certificates were obtained from Madibeng in respect of sites 1441, 751, 280, 207, and 752. Site 
1441 was transferred in the name of the Trust which makes the Trust the legitimate owner of that site. We 
have called the evaluators to evaluate site 1441,203 and 751 respectively. We can then subdivide and rezone 
some areas for sale.   

Application for registration of Oukasie ext 2 for residential erven will commence early in 2007.This will be 

victory for the people who have been waiting for title deeds for a long time. All the problems pertaining 

relocations, registration, deregistration and reregistration has been compiled, recorded and stored. The 

process to deal with them is jointly done by the Trust and the Madibeng municipality. 

IT HAS REALLY BEEN A LONG WALK TO FREEHOLD. 

Compiled by: J.P. Moatshe (CEO Oukasie Development Trust) 

and  E.M. Maropola (Land Officer) 

 

 



  

 

 

SCIENCE CLUBS PRESENT PROJECTS 
 

Primary School with  

‘Hero’s Turbine” 

 

Evaluation 

of  

Jet Bottle Drag Racer 

 

 

Getting the Turbine 

to work. 

 

The frustrating  

wait for evaluation 

“Mouse Trap Car” 

 

 

Preparing for start 

(Girl Power) 

 

On your marks… 

Get set… 

 

 

Never too old… 

Teacher Intervention in 

“Bottle Rocket” 

 

Proud ‘winners’ with  

Zodwa Mlenga 

from Necsa 

 

Mashadi making it  

all worth while 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

Activities in association with the LIBRARY 

Making Beads from Paper during National Women’s Month 

 
Toy Workshop presented by Avrille Gork, Educational Toy Centre, for the Crèche educators & parents/care-

givers run by the Library.  



 
 

 

 

 

Play Days 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Chaka-Chaka” bangles 

made for their ankles out of 

plastic bottle tops  

 

 

Earrings from plastic bottle 

top seals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first ‘play day’ had an Easter theme and the children made 

woolen pom-pom chicks, coloured in eggs & made a mobile.  

The second ‘play day’ was all about music and the children 

made musical instruments and danced.   The very young 

children built puzzles, listened to stories and coloured in 

pictures. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Visitors to the Science & Technology Centre   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trustees with the Honourable Mayoress Sophie Molokwane  

and Mayoral Committee representatives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacob Moatshe (CEO) with Louis Freedberg –  

Editorial writer of the San Francisco Chronicle 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

IN HOUSE DEVELOPMENTS  

Staff 

 

The resignation of Confidence Matlali, Front Desk Officer, saw an in-house reshuffling of staff.  Mpho Mafiri, 

ECD facilitator moved to Admin whilst a new ECD volunteer, Lesego Takalani, took up the challenge as ECD 

facilitator on a contract basis.  Both persons will be trained in-house and their skills developed accordingly.  

We wish Confidence success in her new job and our thanks for the development she brought to the Front 

Desk. 

 

Congratulations to David Semela and John Abraham on achieving Assessor Accreditation with the ETDP 

Seta.  They now join Sue Vermaak in holding this accolade which is essential when applying for centre 

accreditation. 

 

Mpho Segolela successfully completed CCNA Trainer certification.  This was no mean feat as there are only 

35 certified trainers in the country, including Swaziland and Lesotho.  Well done Mpho, we are proud to have 

you on the team. 

 

Lesego Takalani earned her Computer Literacy Certificate through the PDT Technology Centre.  This skills 

development is critical to the work involved in ECD facilitation. 

 

The PDT‘s web page, launched in June, was designed and is maintained in-house – thanks to Mpho 

Segolela. 

 

This year’s annual report has also been developed in-house – thanks to Sue Vermaak and Mpho Segolela for 

embarking on such a challenging task.  
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Board of Trustees  
Chariperson: Fr. V Phalana 

Vice Chairperson: Mr S Louw 

Trustees: J Moatshe, C Mashike, 

A Mokgoshi, S Mkhabela, S Mnisi, 

J Sekano – Honarary Trustee T Adler 

 

Chief Executive Officer 

Mr JP Moatshe 

Conveyancing 

Van der Meer &  

Schoonbee 

Legal Services  

Lategan, Viljoen &  

Pretorius 

Human Resources 

Blazing Solutions 

Sally Blaine 

 

Financial Admin  

Venter & de Jager 

 

Legal Secretary  

Brian Currin 

Insurance Broker  

Future-Sure 

Michelle van Wyk 

 

Programme Manager 

Mrs S Vermaak 

Project Manager 

Snr.Science 

Mr J Abraham 

Project Manager 

Snr.Mathematics 

Mr D Semela 

Project Manager 

Intermediate 

Mr M Madolo 

 

ECD Facilitator 

Ms L Takalani 

 

Senior ICT Trainer  

Mr M Segolela 

 

Junior ICT Trainer 

Ms L Ncongolo 

 

Administration Officer 

Ms M Mafiri 

Title Deeds & Office 

Clerk 

Ms M Maropola 

Groundsmen 

Mr S Monare 

Mr E Maphanga 



 

 

 

Associates & Donors 

 

ASHOKA 

Bay Area Science & Technology Collaboration 

Berkeley South Africa exchange Programme - Carlifornia 

Bojanala Platinum District Municipality 

Brits Industrial Association 

Brits Sakekamer 

Cambridge University Press 

Cisco Systems 

Pitman’s City & Guilds 

Community Education Computer Society (CECS) 

COUNT 

Department of Education North West 

Department of land affairs (Provincial & National) 

Development Bank South Africa (DBSA) 

D.G. Murray Trust 

Entrepreneurial Development SA 

Habitat for Humanity 

Independent Development Trust (IDT) 

Lawrence Hall of Science, University of Berkeley 

Lonmin Development Trust 

Madibeng Centre for Research in District Health 

Medical university of South Africa 

National Development Agency 

NECSA 

Northwest Provincial Housing Board 

University of Pretoria 

South African Non Governmental Organisation Network 

South African Exchange Programme on Envinmental Justice 

South African Council of Churches 

South African Development Fund - Boston 

South African Homeless People Federation 

Telkom & Read right TechnoSuss Project 

The Flora Foundation 

The Shuttleworth Foundation 

Tshwane University of Technology 

United States Sister Community Programme, City of Berkely 

University of North West (Potchefstroom) 

Wits University 

Woz’obona 
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